
On September 11, the Middle School rolled 

out PBIS with Hallway Expectations.  It was a 

day of celebration and the beginning of 

building a school community based upon the 

foundations of respect, responsibility and 

safety.                                                        

Many of you may be asking, “What is PBIS?”  

PBIS stands for Positive Behavior 

Interventions and Supports.  The Rondout 

Valley School District is committed to 

Students  and Staff  Ro l l -Out  PBIS 

Sept/Oct Dates 

September 25     

Orientation Night 6:00 

October 10          

PTSA Meeting 6:30  

October 9         

Evening Parent 

Conferences 

October 11           

Half Day for Students  

Afternoon Parent 

Conferences 

October 14      

Columbus Day               

No School  

October 24/25         

Picture Day 

October 25           

Half Day for Students 

October 25        

Student Council Dance 

6:00—8:00   

 

 

Middle School Welcomes New Assistant Principal 

My name is Brett Lamy the new assistant principal at the Rondout middle school.  I am 
excited to be a part of the Rondout school community and look forward to working 
with all of you in making this a successful school year.  I have been a teacher and 
administrator for 14 years, my wife has been a teacher for 18 years.  We have two 
children, a girl who is a senior in college and a boy who is a sophomore in high school.  
Having spent the bulk of my life in the Adirondacks I enjoy outdoor activities and play 
as much golf as my schedule will allow.  Parents please encourage your children to get 
involved in one or more of the number of extra-curricular activities your school has to 
offer.  The more students are connected and involved the better they do in the class 
room.  I look forward to the days and weeks ahead as we work together to give all 
students a safe, successful and positive school year.  

Home of the Middle  Ganders Sept/Oct 2013 

Rondout Gander Greeting Students  

R o n d o u t  V a l l e y  I n t e r m e d i a t e  S c h o o l  

developing and sustaining the PBIS program in 

all our schools.   The underlying theme  is 

teaching behavioral expectations  in the same 

manner as any core curriculum subject.  PBIS 

focuses on behavioral expectations that are 

positively stated and easy to remember.  

Rather than telling students what not to do, 

we focus on the preferred behaviors.  A 

positive school climate is essential for 

learning.  Your support is essential for our 

success, please help us by reminding your 

child/children of the following expectations:         

Be Respectful    Be Responsible     Be Safe   

You may also ask,  “Why use PBIS?”  All 

schools in in Rondout Valley have unique 

communities and cultures.  Although there are 

many things about each school that are 

different, we  all adhere to the  

Superintendent’s Vision focusing on academic 

achievement, effective communication and use 

of technology.  Our  Educational Master Plan 

acts as a guide to help us all work towards a 

common goal, one of which is the 

implementation of PBIS district-wide. 



  

Important Information 
 

Student Planners: 
Please make sure to read the handbook that is in the student planner carefully with your child.  At the end of the handbook 

there is a two sided form.  The first side is a Photograph Use Opt-Out Form.  This is to be signed only if you do NOT want your 

child’s photo taken and used on the web, newsletters, newspapers, etc. for public relations purposes.  The second side is a 

Handbook Receipt Form.  It is acknowledgement that you and your child have read the handbook and understand it’s content.  

Please return to your child’s teacher as soon as possible. 

Communication: 
Please make sure to inform the main office of any changes in home or cell phone numbers, email or physical address.  Please note 

that with a change of physical address within the district, you must come in and fill out a change of address form and present 

proof of residency. 

School Safety: 
The safety of the students and staff is very important.  Please enter through the main doors in the front of the school and 

have a form of picture identification with you.  If you are visiting, you will be required to wear a visitor’s pass at all times.  We 

appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

Lost and Found: 
We have set up a lost and found area in the hallway by the cafeteria.  If your child is missing their lunchbox or jacket, remind 

them to look there. 

 

 

PTSA 

The Rondout Valley Middle School PTSA  is an active group of parents 

that work on fund raising to benefit the students in grades 4 through 8.    

All meetings are on the second Thursday of the month at 6:30 and are 

held in the Middle School library.  For a nominal fee of $6.00 you can be a 

member of this  hard working group!  They are very busy at this time 

working on their Fall Fundraiser.  All paperwork is due this Friday, 

September 20th.  Please support your PTSA! 

 

Intermediate School Orientation 

Grades 4-6 Orientation will be on Wednesday, September 25.  All parents 

are to report to their child’s classroom at 6:00 pm. Teacher’s will be 

sharing your child’s day with you as well as  discussing curriculum.  You will 

be invited to the gym for a welcome from me and then allowed to visit 

other classes such as, art, music, physical education, home and careers 

and technology.  The reading and math teachers will also be available . 
4th Grade Student Mural 



  

      

Principal’s Message 
 

I would like to thank the Rondout Valley Community for making my transition to the Intermediate School such a smooth and 

wonderful experience.  I have had a very busy and exhausting summer but as the school busses released students on the 

morning of September 4, I was revived and filled with excitement and  an eagerness to begin a new year. 

My first goal is to establish relationships with all my students as they are my number one priority.  I am excited about a year of 

learning as well as of course some fun!  I have already met with all students in grade level “Town Meetings”, these will be a 

monthly occurrence.  It is important that all students and staff come together to build a community to discuss issues share 

information and of course celebrate.  We will be planning activities to bring our community together. 

I am looking forward to meeting all my student’s families and working together to have a successful school year.                           

Mrs. A 

Student Council Corner 

The first meeting of the Grades 4-6 Student Council was held this past 

Wednesday.  Upcoming school events were discussed at the meeting as 

well as elections for officers within the 6th grade members.                                                  

The first event will be a Fall Dance for grades 5/6.  The date for this will 

be Friday, October 25 from 6:00 pm –8:00 pm.  Students may wear 

costumes if they like but NO masks or removable accessories are allowed, 

safety will always be our #1 concern.  Pizza and drinks will be available for 

purchase.                                                                                                   

The second event this fall will be a movie night for all 4th grade students 

on Friday, November 8 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  Popcorn and drinks will 

be available for purchase.     

Upcoming events include: Fall Craft Sale, Thanksgiving Food Drive and 

Project Elf. 

Please look for more information to follow and thank you for your support 

of our students and community. 

Respect ~ Responsible ~ Safe                  
Students proudly share their school spirit! 

Mad Science After-School Club 

Mad Science is back!  Please make sure to sign up on-line .  Flyers went out to all 4-6 students last 

week.  I have had the pleasure of working with Mad Science for the past 7 years and have found 

it to be a great experience for students (and adults) of all ages.  Mad Science is an hour program, 

students will need to be picked up by an adult that you have identified during the registration 

process with Mad Science.   

If you did not receive one and would like one, please contact the main office! 



Health Corner 
ODC Says “Take 3” Actions to Fight the Flu 

 
1- VACCINATE 

• CDC recommends a yearly flu vaccine as the first and most important step in protecting against flu viruses.  

•  While there are many different flu viruses, the flu vaccine protects against the viruses that research suggests will be most com-

mon.  

•  Everyone 6 months of age and older should get a flu vaccine as soon as this season’s vaccines are available.  

•  Vaccination of high risk persons is especially important to decrease their risk of severe flu illness.  

• People at high risk of serious flu complications include young children, pregnant women, people with chronic health conditions like 

asthma, diabetes or heart and lung disease and people 65 years and older.  

•  Vaccination also is important for health care workers, and other people who live with or care for high risk people to keep from 

spreading flu to high risk people.  

•  Children younger than 6 months are at high risk of serious flu illness, but are too young to be vaccinated. People who care for them 

should be vaccinated instead. 

2 – STOP GERMS 
•  Try to avoid close contact with sick people.  

•  If you are sick with flu-like illness, CDC recommends that you stay home for at least 24 hours after your fever is gone except to 

get medical care or for other necessities. Your fever should be gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.  

•  While sick, limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from infecting them.  

•  Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.  

•  Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.  

•  Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.  

•  Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with germs like the flu. 

3 – ANTIVIRAL DRUGS 

•  If you get the flu, antiviral drugs can treat your illness.  

•  Antiviral drugs are different from antibiotics. They are prescription medicines (pills, liquid or an inhaled powder) and are not avail-

able over-the-counter.  

• Antiviral drugs can make illness milder and shorten the time you are sick. They can also prevent serious flu complications, like pneu-

monia.  

•  It’s very important that antiviral drugs be used early to treat people who are very sick with the flu (for example, people who are in 

the hospital) and people who are sick with the flu and have a greater chance of getting serious flu complications, either because of 

their age or because they have a high risk medical condition. Other people also may be treated with antiviral drugs by their doctor 

this season. Most otherwise-healthy people who get the flu, however, do not need to be treated with antiviral drugs.  

•  Flu-like symptoms include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills and fatigue. Some people 
also may have vomiting and diarrhea. People may be infected with the flu, and have respiratory symptoms without a fever. 


